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salute the Union Jack, which is the symbol of
tyranny and oppression,"   Etc , etc.

Now, suppose that at this moment somebody
started a left-wing paper deliberately aimed at
boys of twelve or fourteen. I do not suggest that
the whole of its contents would be exactly like the
tract I have quoted above, but does anyone doubt
that they would be something like it? Inevitably
such a paper would either consist of dreary uplift or
it would be under Communist influence and given
over to adulation of Soviet Russia; in either case
no normal boy would ever look at it. Highbrow
literature apart, the whole of the existing left-
wing Press, in so far as it,is at all vigorously " left",
is simply one long tract The one Socialist paper
in England which could live a week on its merits
as a paper is the Daily Herald; and how much Social-
ism is there in the Daily Herald? At this moment,
therefore, a paper with a " left" slant and at the
same time likely to have an appeal to ordinary
boys in their 'teens is something almost beyond
hoping for.

But it does not follow that it is impossible. There
is no clear reason why every adventure-story should
necessarily be mixed up with snobbishness and gutter
patriotism. For, after all, the stories in the Hotspur
and the Modern Boy are not Conservative tracts;
they are merely adventure-stories with a Conserva-
tive bias. It is fairly easy to imagine the process
tyeing reversed. It is possible, for instance, to
imagine a- paper as thrilling and lively as the
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